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Because baccalaureate level coursework is intended to contribute to the student's attainment of the 
objectives embodied in the baccalaureate degree, courses which are designated as baccalaureate level will 
meet, as one of several standards, the criterion of having a "bridging" function, helping to move the student 
from the skills and knowledge expected at entrance toward the competencies expected at graduation.  
 
In areas of the curriculum for which the Intersegmental Senate Committee has identified expected entry-
level competencies (e.g., English, mathematics, natural sciences), baccalaureate courses shall not replicate 

expectations as "intellectual growth", also will influence the judgment as to what constitutes baccalaureate 
level coursework. Courses designed by qualified faculty to help qualified students move toward the 
attainment of those expectations generally will be of baccalaureate level. In such courses faculty judged by 
their peers to be qualified to teach the courses shall have the determining voice in the decisions as to 
content, instructional methodology, instructional support resources, and methods and standards for 
assessing performance. Qualified faculty shall construct and teach baccalaureate courses in ways which 
assure that the level is appropriate for enhancing the knowledge and skills of the adequately prepared 
student, and appropriate faculty entities shall have primary responsibility for making course level 
determinations.  
 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING BACCALAUREATE LEVEL COURSES 
 
There are four significant elements involved in this determination: the institution, the learner, the course, 
and the instructor/pedagogy. Course content alone will not determine acceptability for baccalaureate credit. 
The criteria are phrased in terms of expectations from each of the parties.  
 
A. Institution  
 
1. The course shall be taught by a qualified instructor.  
 
2. Qualified faculty, as judged by their peers, shall make the decisions as to course content, instructional 
methodology, 
instructional support requirements, and methods and standards for assessing student performance.  
 
3. Adequate instructional support resources shall be available to all students who enroll in the course, 
including facilities, library 



B. Learner  
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