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Contact Hours
Traditional Lecture Course #1 54 0 0 0 108 162 3
Traditional Lecture Course #2 72 0 0 0 144 216 4
Traditional Lab Course #1 0 0 108 0 0 108 2
Traditional Lab Course #2 0 0 162 0 0 162 3
Lab Course #1 0 0 175 0 0 175 3
Lab Course #2 0 0 980 0 0 980 18
Lab Course #3 0 0 40 0 0 40 0.5
Activity Course #2 0 72 0 0 36 108 2
Activity Course #3 0 108 0 0 54 162 3
Lecture / Laboratory Course #1 54 0 54 0 108 216 4
Lecture / Laboratory Course #2 36 0 72 0 72 180 3
Lecture / Laboratory Course #3 27 0 81 0 54 162 3
Lecture / Activity Course #1 36 36 0 0 90 162 3
Lecture / Laboratory / TBA 27 0 54 18 54 162 3
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1.00 16-18 32-36 48-54
1.50 24-27 48-54 72-81
2.00 32-36 64-72 96-108
2.50 40-45 80-90 120-135
3.00 48-54 96-108 144-162
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	Structure Bookmarks
	CREDIT HOUR  .CALCULATIONS. 
	CREDIT HOUR  .CALCULATIONS. 
	Erik Shearer Interim  Vice  President of Instruction Napa  Ê®·ÖÁùºÏ²Ê College 
	Michelle  Sampat Associate  Dean, Instruction Mt. San  Antonio  College 
	Background  onthe  Credit Hour 
	Recent Issues  with  the  Credit Hour 
	New Title  5Standards  for Credit Hour. 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5(a) 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5(a) 
	“(a) One credit hour of community  college work  (one unit of credit)  shall  require  aminimumof48semester  hoursoftotal student work  or 33  quarter hours  of total student work  which  may  include  inside  and/or  outside-­of-­class  hours.” 
	Primary Change: removed  reference  tolecture  andlab,  replaced  with  “total  student  work”and“outside-­of-­class  hours.” 
	New Title  5Standards  for Credit Hour. 

	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title  5§55002.5 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title  5§55002.5 
	(b) A  course  requiring  96hoursor  more  oftotal  student  workatcolleges  operating  onthesemester  systemor66hours  or more of total student work  at colleges  operating on the  quarter system shall provide  at least 2  units  of credit. 
	Primary Change: Replace  lecture,  lab,  etc.  with  “total student  work.” 
	New  Title 5  Standards for Credit Hour. 

	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	(c)  Cooperative  work  experience  courses  defined  in  section  55252 shall adhere to the formula for credit hour calculations  identified  in  section  55256.5.
	Primary Change: Cooperative  work  experience  wasnotincluded  in  this  section  in  previous  version.  
	New  Title 5  Standards for Credit Hour. 

	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	(d)  For programs  designated by  the governing board as  clockhour  programs,  unitsofcredit  shallbeawarded  in  amanner  consistent  with  theprovisionsof34Code  ofFederal  Regulations  part  600.2
	Primary Change: Standards  for clock  hour programs  were  not included in any  previous  version of this  regulation. Required  for  compliance  with  federal  lawandaccreditation  standards.      
	New  Title 5  Standards for Credit Hour. 

	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	California  Code  of  Regulations,  Title 5 §55002.5 
	(e)  Credit  hoursfor  all  courses  maybeawarded  in  incrementsofoneunit  or  less.  
	Primary Change: Replaces  prior  language  onincremental awards  that required half-­unit increments  and permitted smaller  increments.  Permissive  ratherthanprescriptive.    
	New  Title 5  Standards for Credit Hour. 
	California Code of Regulations, Title 5  §55002.5 
	California Code of Regulations, Title 5  §55002.5 
	• (f) The governing board of each community college district shallestablish  policy, consistent with  the  provisions  of this  section, defining  the  standards  for credit hour calculations. District policy  shall specify  the  credit hour calculation  method  for all academic  activities, expected  ratios  of in-­class  to  outside-­of class  hours  for each  type  of academic  activity, standards  for incremental award  of credit, standard  term length, calculation  methods for short term and extended t
	Primary Change: New requirement for local policy. We will discuss  in  detail in  this  presentation. 
	Additional Guidance  in  PCAH 6ed.. 
	Three  Calculation  Formulas 
	• 34CFR  §668.8(k)(2)(i)(A)  and668.8(l) 
	Standard  Formula 


	Units  of  Credit= 
	Units  of  Credit= 
	[Total Contact Hours  + Outside-­of-­class  Hours]. Hours-­per-­unit Divisor. 
	Round the result down to the nearest increment of credit awarded by the college. As this calculation can produce results below smallest unit threshold, college’s must award lowest unit increment at a minimum. No zero-­unit courses are permitted. 
	Definitions  for Standard  Formula 
	Total Contact Hours 
	•. Sum  of all contact hours for the  course  in  all calculations categories. 
	Outside-­of-­class  Hours 
	•. Hours  students  are  expectedto  engage  in  course  work  outside  of  the classroom. 
	Hours of Total Student Work 
	•. Term used  in  the  revised  regulations to  describe  the  sum of contact hours and  outside-­of-­class (homework) hours. 
	Hours-­per-­unit Divisor 
	•. Total student learning  hours (contact + outside) for which  the  college  awards one  unit of credit. 
	All of these  values are  to  bespecified  in  local governing board  policy and  recorded  onthe  COR 
	Standard  Formula: Typical Ratios 
	The  standard  formula  includes typical ratios for contact-­to  homework hours that are  not specified  in  law, but are  drawn  from standard  practices in  higher education. The  three  typical ratios are  as follows: 
	Weekly
	Weekly
	Weekly
	Outside-­‐of
	AcademicActivity 
	ContactHours 
	class..  Hours 
	Lecture 
	12
	12
	(Lecture,..  Discussion,Seminar,andRelatedWork) 

	Activity (Activity,Lab/wHomework,Studio,andSimilar 
	Laboratory (Traditional..  Lab,Clinical,andSimilar) 
	Principle  Behind  Standard  Formula. 
	Units  ofcredit  are  awarded  onthebasis  oftotalstudenttime  spentonlearning. The  ratio  of contact to  out-­of-­class  hours  can  vary  and still  yield  the  same  units  of  credit. 
	All three  examples yield  three  units of credit for colleges using  a54hour divisor
	Standard  Formula: Hours-­per-­unit Divisor. 
	Standard  Formula: Outside-­of-­Class  Hours 
	Standard  Formula: Fractional Unit Awards. 
	Cooperative  Work  Experience 
	These  standards  are  referenced  in  §55002.5, but are housed in §55256.5 
	Clock  Hour Programs 
	Defined  in  federal  regulations  USDE34CFR. §668.8(k)(2)(i)(A)and668.8(l).. 

	37.5  clock  hours  = 1  unit  of  credit 
	37.5  clock  hours  = 1  unit  of  credit 
	Because… 
	Newer  regulation  anddefinition  thatis  just  now  being  reviewed  under2014ACCJC  Standards  (II.A.9). 
	Nursing  Programs 
	Governed by regulations in Title 16  §1426 
	Governed by regulations in Title 16  §1426 
	(g) The course of instruction shall be presented in semester orquarter units  or the  equivalent under the  following  formula: 
	Open  Entry/Open  Exit 
	Other  Academic Activities 
	These  variations are  not covered  in  CCC regs and  have  created  some  difficulties for colleges in  our system: 
	Our other systems of higher ed in  California  use  adifferent calculations for these  areas, instead  of the  standard  formula, frequently awarding  far fewer units of credit than  asimilar class in  the  CCC system. Prevented  by §55002.5(b), which  requires the  award  of a second  unit of credit 
	Table
	Local Governing  Board  Policy 
	Now  REQUIRED  by  new  Title5  regulations -­§55002.5(f) 
	District policy shall specify: 
	Local policy  is  an academic  and professional matter and should fall under your 10+1  process. 
	Sample  Calculations: Lecture. 
	Lecture 
	54 = 1 unit 
	Sample  Calculations:. 
	Activity or Lab  with  Homework. 
	Activity,Lab w/Homework 
	54 = 1 unit 
	Sample  Calculation: Lab, Activity, Clinical, etc. without homework. 
	Lab, Clinical, Activity, etc. 
	54 = 1 unit 
	Sample  Calculation  Table:. 
	for colleges that use  48– 54  range. 
	Lecture 
	Credit Hour Regulations 
	Resources 
	• Westlaw website with text of Title 5 §55002.5: 
	Westlaw  website  with  text  of  Title  5 §55002.5 
	• Program and  Course  Approval Handbook, 6Ed. 
	Program  andCourse  Approval Handbook, 6th  Ed. 
	• Text of federal regulations: 
	Text of federal regulations 
	• US Department of Education  Q&A on  credit hour 
	US Department of Education  Q&A on  credit hour 








